| 'SPECTACLES | 


FREEMEN 


AND 


. PEE * 


FREEHOLDERS | 


OF THE 


city of DUBLIN, 


We 


RESPECTING 


Their preſent Election of a fit Perſon 
to repreſent them in Parliament, 


in the Room of Sir Samuel Cooke, 


Bart. deceaſed. 
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Fellow Citizens, and Brethren ; 


5 by the Death of your late worthy Re- 
preſentative Sir Samuel Cooke, Bart. you 
ato called upon to ſupply the Vacancy | 


 eccafiotied thereby; ſo, it is hoped, you will 


duly confider of a Perſon proper to repreſent you 


in his Stead, 
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As, for bead Years paſt, 1 have Ro diſen= 
gaged from Trade and Buſineſs, I am the leſs 
liable to be prejudiced by Motives or Suggeſti- 


ons which too frequently govern, or influence 


ſuch, as are occupied i in depending Dealings: So 
my Experience in that Situation, for à long 
Courſe of Years, furniſhes me with Helps for 


weighing Cons of "wy * in a Juſt Bal- 


lance. 


* 1 o . 
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Now, though might inſtance as well in Bug- 
land, as here, many affecting Diſorders that have 


been moſt raſhly, and often deliberately com- 


mitted on ſuch Occaſions, I chooſe to confine my 
ſelf to two, which, as they happened among our 


ſelves, and ſtand upon the Memories of Num- 


bers of my Readers at this Day, will, I conceive, 
be more admiſſable Grounds for what I ſhall 
offer, and, conſequently, be more ſuitable to my 
preſent Purpoſe than others more remote, or 
prior to them. | 


The former of bete 6 was in the me- 


morable Competition of -Fownes and Jucker with 
Burton and the Recorder, by which ſa great a 


Degree of Malevolence was raiſed, that no Con- 
ſiderations of Affinity, Connexion, or Religion 


could reſtrain the infatuated Partizans, from the 
moſt violent Outrages, and ruinous Proſecutions. 


But a little Recollection of the critical Condition 
of our Conſtitution. both in Church and State, at 
that unhappy Period, will ſupply us with the real 


Cauſe why thoſe Animoſities and Diſturbances {o 


generally prevailed : The Succeſſion to the Crown, 
and, conſequently, the Maintenance of the Re- 


formation ned been rendered precarious; if not 
1 by 
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by the then reigning Queen, undoubtedly by her 
infamous and villainous Miniſtry; whoſe exe- 
crable Schemes ſet them on raiſing Parties, and 
fomenting Diviſions among the unwary Subjects 
of theſe Realms, under the odious Diſtinctions of 
WIIG and TORY : The latter whereof had 
the Countenance and Patronage of thoſe Miſcre- 
ants at the Helm ; but, by the gracious Interpo- 
ſition of Providence, all their traiterous Projects 
were ſeaſonably - defeated, and the Conſpirators 
condignly puniſhed by Deaths, Forfeitures, and 
Proſcriptions, upon the joyful Acceſſion of the 
illuſtrious Proteſtant Elector of Hanover; under 
whoſe truly wiſe Adminiſtration a general Acqui- 
eſcence with his Government moſt ſignally ob- 
tained. For, though the immediate Antagoniſts 
of thoſe Times of Confuſion held an invariable 
Enmity to each other, yet, through the wiſe and 
mild Meaſures of his Majeſty, there was a happy 
Coalition eſtabliſned among their Deſcendants, 
notwꝛithſtanding the Prejudices they had derived 
from their too ſanguine Anceſtors. . 


For a long Time after, the People were of a 
quiet and agreeable Temper, ſo that whatever 
Succeſſes, or Misfortunes, happened in the natio- 
nal Affairs, all concurred in the Rejoicings, or 
Concern, that thoſe different Events demanded 
of them. During which glorious Space of Time 
it may, with much Propriety, be ſaid, That 
every Man fat contentedly under his Vine, 

and under his Fig-tree: And that Peace and 

“ Plenteouſneſs were within our Walls, and Pa- 
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But this pleaſurable State of our City, which 
it is truly to be wiſhed had all along continued, 


was moſt ſtrangely broken by the late ſhameful 
Animoſities and Exceſſes which were created and 


committed upon the Election of Lucas and La- 


gauche, in oppotition to Cooke and Burton, two of 


our Aldermen. The two former of theſe had 


taken a great deal of Pains to expoſe and vilify 
the whole Board of Aldermen ; and indeed, as 
the Conduct of ſome of that Board had been 
arrogant and unjuſtifiable, the Addreſſes and 


Speeches of thoſe two ſpecious Champions for 


| Redreſs of Grievances, and Reftoration of Li- 

berty, eaſily excited a eonſiderable Majority in 
their Intereſt, while they kept within the Bounds, 
which, at their firſt ſetting out, they had per- 


faaded their Votaries they would confine them- 


ſelves to, and ſtrictly perſevere in: But, whe- 


ther fortunately, or otherwiſe, I need not now 


* 


fay, the Heats againſt the Board daily increaſed 
to ſuch a Degree, that the two Champions' Ad- 


dreſſes were conſtantly return'd by clamorous 
Plaudits, and their Perſons perpetually followed 

with triumphal Huzzas; inſomuch, that by 
Means of their conſequent Intoxication, they 


deviated from the plain and eaſy Path they had 
fet out in, and moſt wildly, and indiſcriminately 
carried their Batteries againſt the higheſt Dig- 


nitaries and Orders of our Government; nay, 


againſt cur legal, and conſtitutional Subjection 


to, and Dependence on Great Britain. 


I confe!s myſelf to have been influenced, and 


drawn into the ſtupid Deluſion : but, ſince the 


Abatement of thoſe mad Feuds, it is with great 


Satisfaction I can now reflect, that one of thoſe 
mn” dangerous 
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| dangerous Incendiaries was, by the Wiſdom of 


the Legiſlature, voted an Enemy to his Country, 


and thereupon proſcribed ; and that the other 
was rejected from holding a Place in that auguſt 


Aſſembly : And the rather, as I am perfectly con- 


vinced that the two Gentlemen, who, in Fact, 


repreſented us there, were better qualified for, 
and intitled to, that Honour than their auda- 


cious, and hair-brained Competitors; and as it 


was a happy and wiſe Meaſure of that Honourable 
Houſe to correct the Exorbitancies of thoſe two 
Candidates, and to check all factious Proceeth 


ings in future Caſes of the ſame Kind. 


From my intimate Acquaintance with, _ 
certain Knowledge of, many Perſons who had 


ran headlong into the Clamours and Tumults of 


the Time I have juſt mentioned, but have ſince 


withdrawn themſelyes, by a prudent Diſavowal 


of thoſe ſeditious Proceedings, I was led to hope 
that the Spirit of that turbulent Party had ſuffi- 


ciently ſubſided: but whilſt I alſo know how 


next to impoſlible it -is to recover ſome low and 


| bigotted People to a Senſe of their Errors; and 


withal the utter Impoſſibility of bringing ſuch 


obſtinate, and tenacious People to a Confeſſion 


of thoſe Errors; and when, beſides theſe, I 
know that a few among them, like Demetrius 


and the Craftſmen, are deeply intereſted in keep- 
ing Life in their baffled Cauſe; that the ſame 


Le ſtill works among them, ſtimulating the 
Minds of weak and unwary Citizens ; and when 


I ſee, undeniably, the ſame Spirit collecting 


Numbers for the Purpoſe of carrying on their 
preſent darling Scheme of Confuſion and Diſ- 
turbance, I am at a Loſs how to expreſs wy Con- 


bern on ſo affecting an Gee 


There. 


— : 
too ALT ANT Lee IRR * _ 
* — 232 mo X x . * 
* 
2 © 


(81 


There is for ever ſomething fo enchantirig ini 


the trite Cry for Liberty, and Redreſs of Grie- 
vances, that upon every Alarm given thereof 


by the Trumpeters, which are kept in Pay for 


that Service, Legions muſter from their ſeveral 
Cantonments, and, at a Breath, make them- 
ſelves ready for Battle: then, and there, are 
they in fear where no Fear is: And a troubled 


Sea, when it cannot reſt, but its Waters caſt 
up Mire, and Dirt, is a lively Emblem, or 


Repreſentation of the real THREE © of theſe 
TUE] 


It is, however, very + unaccouiitable, "FRY this 
true! State of them, that they ſhould be directed 
by a Hit of Fortune (which, in others, would be 


termed Prudence) to ſelect a Perſon, who, on 


very many Accounts, is a worthy, and unex- 
ceptionable Citizen for repreſenting this City : I 
know him to be a great, and a good Man; and 


am thoroughly perſuaded that his Goodneſs is 
founded on good Principles : I wiſh with my Lei- 


ſure that I had a Capacity for giving a juſt De- 
tail of his excellent Services for, and Uſefulneſs 
to, the Publick : but as this admits of no Con- 


tradiction, and that the Gentleman who ſtands 


in Competition with him, ingenuouſly repreſents 


him as worthy to be a Candidate (and here I will 
obſerve, that their Ingenuity and Candour are re- 


ciprocal) it will be thought unneceflary for me to 
expatiate upon his Character, when exhibiting 


him in this ſhort Sketch would, perhaps, ſtand 
freer from Objections than any laboured Pane 
| gyric in my Power. | 


But, 
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But, under this juſt Senſe of his high Merit, 
I cannot refrain from expreſſing my hearty Con- 
cern at his being ſo unfortunate as to be ſet up 


by the very Party that had rendered itſelf ob- 
noxious to the Legiſlature by their Exceſſes on 
Occaſion of the laſt Elections in this City. If 
that honourable Body ſhall ſee (and their Inſpec- 


tion is very penetrating) that the ſame Engines 
and Springs are employed, which were uſed for 
creating and fomenting thoſe Commotions, it is 
juſtly to be apprehended, that no Regard will be 


had to the Suffrages of a People who combine in 
the chimerical, and ridiculous Clamours of un- 


conſtitutional Oppreſſion, and uſurped Depen- 


Sedition is an Evil that Authority will ever ex- 


erciſe itſelf to diſcountenance, and ſuppreſs: And 


by how much the more popular it becomes, by 
ſo much the more deep is its Root, and conſe- 


quently, the immediate and effectual laying to 


of the Ax becomes proportionably neceſſary. 


Hitherto I have only conſidered him in his pri- 


vate Capacity; in which, I imagine, all his pre- 


ſent Party are moſt deſirous that he ſhould be re- 
preſented ; for, as to his having been of the Board 
of Aldermen, and having concurred in ſeveral of 
theit Meaſures, contrary to the peculiar Schemes 


of this Party, it would not ſtand with their Liking, 


at this Juncture eſpecially, that he ſhould be men- 


| tioned in that Light; only where it may be ſervice- 


able to their Cauſe to remind us, that he was ſet 
aſide by the Board from ſerving in the Station of 
Lord Mayor of this City. Whereas, that was 
done from a very juſt Apprehenſion of great Par- 
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tiality in his Adminiſtration at that Time of too 
general Diſtraction. The Indignity that was 
offered to them, through Alderman Dunn, on 


that Occaſion, was a ſenſible and ſevere Stroke to 


their favourite Cauſe, inſomuch that nothing leſs 
than invincible Pertinacy, grounded on the Sug- 


geſtions of a few of the Party, whoſe Intereſt de- 
manded the utmoſt Perſeverance, could have ſup- 


ported them under. All the mighty Hopes that 
they had conceived upon his Election to preſide at 


the Board, and his choofing Returning Officers 
for their Purpoſe, were fo unexpectedly daſhed 
thereby, that, had not the inceſſant Harangues of 
thoſe few ſelf-intereſted been accepted as a full 
Counterpoiſe, both the Party, and their Cauſe, 


had been totally kicked up during the preſent 
Generation. 


As upon that fatal Difppointment, and ac- 


cording to the Senſe of the Legiſlature, the two 
Aldermen ſucceeded to the vacant Seats in the 


Honourable Houſe of Commons, nothing remain- 


ed to the Malecontents but Murmurs, and Invec- 


tives againſt thoſe good Meaſures : And, through 
the Force of that Diſhumour, their Thoughts were 
turned away from conſidering that a future Oc- 
caſion, for carrying their darling Point, might 
ever occur again: They never once thought, that 
to be in Readineſs for another Opportunity ſhould 
be their proper Care. They only had a gnawing, 
and vindictive Retroſpect, without prov. iding them- 


{elves with any Requiſites on any future Occur- 


rence; nor could they ever hit on the important 
Expedient of engaging Alderman Dunn to. reſign 
his Aldermanſhip. till Sir. Samuel Cooke's Death. 

I am not inclined to think ſo very unfavourably, 


perhaps injuriouſly, of Alderman Dunn, as to 


charge him with 0 e ſo long as 
from 
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5 from the Time of his being rejected for bearing 


the Rod, Sc. to the tenth or eleventh of Febry- 


ary, 1758, is, (the Time in which he reſigned;) 


and, in my Apprehenſion, the Advertiſements 


iſſued on the ninth of this Month, purporting a 


Deſire, that the Citizens of Dublin (by whom, as 


appeared by that Meeting, was only meant thoſe 
that affect to term themſelves FRRE-CITIZ ENS, in 


Contradiſtinction to all other CI TIZ ENS) would 


meet at the hel on the following Day, to con- 


ſider of a proper Perſon to repreſent them in Par- 
liament, with a N. B. that he muſt be a Trader, 


and not an Alderman, was in haſte and ſurprize 


cooked up, to give the more plauſible Face to their 


crude but fortunate Reſolves that Alderman Dunn 


ſhould quit the Purple; and to exclude every 


other Perſon, who was not of their Party. Indeed 


the expreſs Exceptions were only againſt the Al- 


dermen, or any one that was not a Trader: But 


there is an imply'd Exception in the Words (and 
not an Alderman) that manifeſtly were levelled at 
the Recorder; who, as a moſt worthy, dignified 
Officer of this City, has a moſt fair and undoubted 


Pretenfion: And tho', with all Candour, I ac- 
knowledge that Mr. Dutn would be a very pro- 
per Perſon to repreſent this City, were he clear of 


the Charge of being connected with the Troublers 
of our Peace, the Fres-CrT1ZENS; and on ano- 
ther Account, that I ſhall hereafter conſider ; vet 
I rely upon this, that the Recorder, both from 
the Dignity of his Office, which gives him an 
intimate Acquaintance with all the Rights and 
Occaſions of this City in particular ; and from his 


Knowledge, by his Profeſſion, of our Conſtitution 


in general, as well as by Reaſon of his Rank as a 


— Gentleman, and a good Lawyer, which would 
| give his Applications to the reſt of the Honour- 


Ba - able 


Tr) 


able Houſe of Commons the more Weight, 1a, 


he would upon all thoſe Accounts, as well as ma- 
ny others that might be particularized, be incom- 
parably more proper to repreſent this City, chan 
_y other that can be propoſed. 


Had Alderman Dunn quitted the Board at the 


Time that he received the Affront, ſure I am, 


that he would then have done ſo with a much bet- 


ter Grace than at preſent : Becauſe his Reſigna- 
tion then, would have juſtified his Reſentment in 
a Manner that very well would have become 


him: Whereas, his Reſignation now, is a plain 


Indication that he took the Affront lightly to 


Heart, and that he would not have reſigned yet, 


if the preſent Vacancy had not yet vappened. 


But, tho! it be undoubtedly certain that Mr. : 


Dunn, on Account of his good Character, was 
the moſt proper Perſon of that Party to fix upon, 
to ſet up in Election, in Oppoſition to the Board 


of Aldermen and the Recorder, yet, I conceive, 


they have failed of propoſing one that ſtands un- 
exceptionably qualified with reſpect to his reli- 
gious Profeſſion : However it was, there were but 


three Perſons in this boaſted great Body of FrEe- 


C1T1ZENS that were in Contemplation on this Oc- 


caſion ; and thoſe three were all of that Profeſ- 
fion : By which it would ſeem, as if ſuch of 
them as were of the Eſtabliſhed Church, were 
very inconſiderable for Underſtanding, or For- 
tunes, or, perhaps, were obſerved by theſe not to 


go Head and Shoulders into their Meaſures, and 
Views; or had been over-ruled, or implicitly 
acquieſced with the confident Propoſal of thoſe 


three: But, be that as it may, if Mr. Dunn had 


not agreed to throw off his Purple, it was unani- 
. mouſly 
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1 
mouſly determined that one of the other two 
Diſſenters ſhould be put in Nomination, notwith- 


ſtanding the one, that would probably ſet up, had 
already experienced how ſucceſsleſs his Attempt 


was, tho' his Intereſt was grafted upon a very 
pular Stock; it being notorious, that Lucas, 
before his doleful Departure, had pathetically 


recommended him to all his Partizans. 


I conceive it would ſurprize any Foreigner to 
be told, that out of the vaſt Numbers of ſenſible, 
and wealthy Inhabitants of the Metropolis of this 
Kingdom, of whom a vaſt Majority is of the 
eſtabliſhed Religion of the Country, that yet a Per- 
ſon, of a ſcarce Sect, ſhquld carry an Election. 
I may venture to ſay, that it ſtrikes the thinking 


Part of the Members of the eſtabliſhed Church 
among ourſelves in like Manner. 


ell it not in Gath. 


Before I diſmiſs this Point, I will acquaint my 


Readers, that, as of my own Knowledge, no 


Diſſenter has been our Repreſentative, ſo I en- 


quired of ſeveral, whether they could recollect 


that any had in their Time? which was ſtill an- 
ſwered in the Negative. If the Fact be ſo, I hope, 


for the Sake and Credit of the eſtabliſhed Reh- 
gion among us, that this Queſtion will be unpre- 
cedented by the Reſult of the preſent Competi- 


tion: But if Mr. Dunn will become a ſincere 


Conformiſt, be the Iſſue ever ſo favourable for 


him, I ſhall take great Pleaſure at his Succeſs. 


It will, no doubt, be objected by that Party, 
that my laſt Obſervation tends to diſunite the 


Subjects of this Kingdom, and revive our former 


unnaturab 


1 14 J 
unnatural Diviſions. Indeed, were it not a Mats 
ter manifeſtiy known, that not only their Deal- 


ings are confined to themſelves, but alſo, on the 


preſent Occaſion, that they will, to a Man, uſe all 


their Intereſt, and give all their Votes for Mr. 
Dunn, except a few, perhaps, that are ſubject to 


unavoidable Influence. I ſay, if this were not 


the true Caſe at preſent, the ſuppoſed Objection 


would be of the greateſt Force. Whereas, the 
Premiſes being certain, the Obſervation which I 


have raiſed thereon ſtands firm and unſtraken. 


However, Mill, as Ido not preſume to alen 


the Springs, and Motives which actuate the 


Hearts of Individuals, Mr. Dunn's extenſive Li- 
berality, in every publiek and private Exigency, 
abundantly acquits him of that too general Nar- 
rowneſs; and proves, againſt all Contradiction, 


that he has a more happy, and enlarged Soul; 


on which eſtimable Account, my hearty Wiſhes 
are, that he were a ſincere and thorough Con- 


formiſt to the eſtabliſned Religion of this Coun- 
try, which, as it would not alter his benevolent 


Diſpoſition, ſo would it give him a much fairer 
Title to thoſe Voices that bear an incomparable | 


Majority. 
Now, having ſet Mr. Dunn's daten Merits 


in as advantageous a Light as I was capable, I 


ſhould not omit to do Juſtice to the publick and 


private Character of the Gentleman who is a 


a truly worthy Candidate, and thoroughly qua- 


lified for the important Truſt. But, as from a 


very familiar View of him in both Reſpetts, even 
his Adverſaries bear Teſtimony to his excellent 


Worth, and that his Competitor has moſt can- 
peo and r made Declarations very 
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| And here I ſhall take Occaſion to inſiſt, that it 


> am _ = 
favourable for him, I am, therefore, anticipated 
in my firſt Deſign of delineating him from the 


genuine Figure that he makes in the Commu- 
nity. But it is ſtill left me to ſay, from the moſt 


material Parts of the Compariſon, that his Title 


to the filling of the preſent Vacancy, ſhould de- 
termine the Majority, which I have mentioned, 


* 


to make it their favourite Point to carry into 


Here I would have ſtopped, if I did not hear 
ſome ſenſeleſs Objections made, on account of 


his being a Lawyer; and one ſet up by the Board | 


of Aldermen. But though I think that thoſe 
ſtupid Objections deſerve no ſerious Anſwer, yet 


I ſhall not conclude this Piece till I ſhall have 
_ ſufficiently obviated thoſe Particulars. 


Now, the firſt Remark I ſhall make is, that 


whenever any Perſon is ſet up, who, they appre- 
hend, is for their Purpoſe, no Allegations of theſe 
Kinds are made uſe of by them. I inſtance in 
the Election of Burton, and the Recorder Coun- 


ſellor Forſter, who, though the one was an Al- 
derman, and the other Recorder of this City, (in 
whoſe Intereſt, they are fond of having it believed, 
they voted,) no Exception was made then to 


them on either of thoſe Accounts. When the 
Majority was fortunately for Counſellor Howard, 


who, for the ſhort Time he enjoyed that Ho- 


nour, behaved conformable to ſuch an intereſt- 


ing Truſt, no Exception of this Kind was ever 


uſed againſt him. And when Mr. Bradſtreet ſet 
up in Competition with an Alderman, I do not 


recollect that any ſuch Exeeption was uſed againſt - 
him, or the Alderman who was his Competitor. 


Was 
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was wrong in the Majority not to have elected 
Counſellor Bradſtreet; as by his Knowledge of 


our Conſtitution, and his Propenſity to render 
Service to his Conſtituents, great Advantages 
would have accrued. 


Since the unhappy Pericd of Lucas and La- 


| touche, their Partizans have ran mad in theſe 


Reſpects; but need I ſay that Sir Samuel Cooke's 
ſingle Worth was incomparably greater than ten 
thouſand of ſuch ſeditious Creatures? I ſhall 


conclude with referripg you to the wiſe Londoners, 


who, from the beſt Conſiderations, always make 
choice of their Aldermen. 
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